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MR. SYNMOIE:  On the Title 51 of the Rules of the City1

of New York, in relation to administration and enforcement2

of the Lobbying Law.  Persons who wish to testify should3

state their name and their affiliation.  And if you wish to4

testify you can come right up to the podium and do so.  Let5

me basically tell you that the rules are being changed with6

respect to lobbying.  Specifically the amendments would7

increase existing penalties, and impose new penalties on8

lobbyist and clients, amend the filing dates for lobbyists9

filings, and provide procedures to govern complaints against10

lobbyists and clients.  There are also some procedures,11

certain updates in the rule actually, for changes that were12

enacted, but have not been put in the rule before.  So13

without further ado, if anyone wants to testify, I invite14

them to come on up.15

UNKNOWN:  I’m sorry, what’s your name?16

MR. SYNMOIE:  I’m sorry, I should tell you, my name is17

Patrick Synmoie, for the record.  And I’m the General18

Counsel for the City Clerk’s Office.19

UNKNOWN:  Is the City Clerk going to be here?20

MR. SYNMOIE:  No, the City Clerk won’t be here.21

UNKNOWN:  Thank you.22

MR. SYNMOIE:  Okay, would anyone like to testify?23

MR. BISHOP:  I’d like to just make a statement.24

MR. SYNMOIE:  Okay.25

MR. BISHOP:  I wasn’t going to testify, but out of just26

deference to yourself.  My name is Bob Bishop.  I’m a27

lobbyist and I register and I try and comply with all of the28

laws, and of course will comply with all of the laws that29

come down here.  But this is quite symptomatic of the way30

lobbyists are being treated right now.  And again with due31

respect, this was supposed to be a hearing held by the City32

Clerk, Victor should be here and preside over the hearing. 33

And when you look at a set of laws that you’re putting34

regulations on, all of a sudden I’m supposed to list my35
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minor children’s names and home addresses, on this which is1

unprecedented.  Nobody has to expose their children to this2

type of thing.  Now you’re talking about amending the number3

of times that you’re going to do reports, until equivalent4

to the state.  I’m hoping that you’ll allow us to file the5

exact same reports in both cases on an electronic basis. 6

Because quite frankly when you have a moderate size lobbying7

shop that you’re representing say 20 clients, multiply that8

by eight, and that’s the number of reports that you’re9

filing.  And it gets to be very burdensome.  The enforcement10

mechanisms fortunately in the City of New York give us a 1511

day grace period, which we don’t have in the State of New12

York to make minor corrections.  But if you look at most of13

the enforcement actions in the States, the penalties are14

assessed against people who are trying to comply, with a law15

that is confusing at best.  And even the Executive Director16

of the Lobbying Commission can’t give us good guidance on17

how we file on these things.  I’m hoping that you, as18

General Counsel will be available when there are issues for19

which we need guidance, both informal and formal.  Because20

as I say, most of the lobbying community tries to comply. 21

I’d like to just also point out that regardless of the22

rhetoric, and some of the bad things that are said about23

lobbyists, people is as diverse as Christine Quinn have24

sworn that they’re going to go up to the State of New York25

to lobby on behalf of civil rights.  Lobbyists are nurses,26

they’re teachers, they’re policemen, they’re people from all27

walks of life.  They’re not bad people.  And yet the types28

of regulations that are being adopted and the rhetoric that29

is being bandied about, as we adopt these regulations would30

suggest to the contrary.  Thank you very much.31

MR. SYNMOIE:  Thank you, sir.  I just want to state for32

the record that in general I’ve always been available.  And33

in fact I do get calls from the lobbying community.  And I34

always do make myself available with respect to helping35
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them.  It is also our intention at some point in the future1

to do some sort of training courses.  In fact, we’ve talked2

about doing in connection with the State.  Anyone else who3

wish to lobby -- I’m sorry, just to make a statement?  You4

can lobby as well.  Okay.  I expected a larger turnout, so5

what we’re going to do, we’re going to wait maybe another6

ten minutes or so, to see if other people are going to7

arrive.  And after ten or fifteen minutes or so, if we don’t8

have any other parties, we’ll probably call the hearing to a9

close.  But we’ll just wait for a period of time.  10

Okay, I’d like to invite people, just one last11

opportunity.  Does anyone want to testify?  Okay, seeing no12

takers, I’d like to thank everybody for coming out to this13

hearing.  My name is Patrick Synmoie.  I’ll give out my14

direct telephone number in case anyone wishes to speak with15

me.  It’s 212-669-2610.  I can also be e-mailed at Synmoie,16

that’s S-y-n-m-o-i-e P@council, c-o-u-n-c-i-l.NYC.NY.US. 17

That’s Synmoie SYNMOIEP@COUNCIL.NYC.NY.US And so now I will18

just close this hearing for the Amendment of the Rules of19

the City of New York of Title 51.  Thank you for coming out.20

* * * * * *21

[End of Proceedings] 22
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